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About the company


State Street Ballet is a vibrant, innovative professional dance company based in 

Santa Barbara, California. The company combines the rigors and timeless beauty of classical technique with updated looks, special effects and digital technology, producing original works that satisfy today’s diverse audiences. 


By melding familiar storylines with exciting dance movement and special effects, 

State Street Ballet gives each tale a modern, passionate and unique twist. This heady mix of movement, music, lighting, scenery and acting is successfully reaching new audiences, introducing dance as mainstream entertainment while honoring classical training, style and tradition. As a fully professional dance company with well-known credentials, State Street Ballet attracts dancers from around the world and teams with top-notch choreographers to produce new works that showcase the company’s signature elegant-but-edgy tone. 


Choreographers whose works have been performed by State Street Ballet include Peter Pucci and Margo Sappington, as well as legends Agnes de Mille and George Balanchine. Innovative new works draw from a team of choreographers including Founder and Artistic Director Rodney Gustafson, San Francisco choreographer and Emmy Award winner Robert Sund (Alice in Wonderland, Beauty and the Beast) and renowned choreographer William Soleau (Carmen, Carmina Burana). 


The company tours nationally and internationally, boasting a 90% rebooking 

rate. Original touring productions from State Street Ballet currently include Cinderella, The Nutcracker and The Jungle Book. 

Artistic Staff

Rodney Gustafson, Artistic Director, brings vision, energy and mastery of the classics to State Street Ballet, propelling the company to explore new and untapped areas of entertainment. Gustafson holds an undergraduate and master’s degree in business, enhanced by a successful dance career with American Ballet Theatre. He continues his association with American Ballet Theatre as a coordinator for their national education program. He is a Certified Instructor in Primary through level 7 for American Ballet Theatre’s National Training Curriculum As a dancer with American Ballet Theatre, Gustafson worked with many of the greatest dancers of our time including Mikhail Baryshnikov and famous choreographers like Alvin Ailey, George Balanchine, Rudolf Nureyev, Jerome Robbins and Antony Tudor. He also appeared in the films Turning Point and Nutcracker (Baryshnikov) and several Live from Lincoln Center productions. Rodney and Allison Gustafson founded State Street Ballet in 1994. During his tenure as Artistic Director, he has created several full-length ballets for the company, including Romeo and Juliet, NutCracker, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Cinderella, and The Jungle Book.

Marina Fliagina, Ballet Master, was born in Russia, and graduated with distinction from Perm State College of Choreography in Russia. In 1990, she was admitted to the Moscow State Theatre Kremlin Ballet where she worked with the renowned Vladimir Vasiliev and Ekaterina Maximova. She has performed roles in all of the famous classical ballets and has toured internationally with the Russian Imperial Ballet, Moscow Classical Ballet, and the Moscow Festival Ballet. Fliagina joined State Street Ballet as a dancer in 1998, and was promoted to Ballet Master for the 2000-01 Season. In addition to her duties as Ballet Master, she continues to appear in character roles such as the Nanny in Robert Sund’s Alice in Wonderland, and the Nurse Maid in Rodney Gustafson’s Romeo and Juliet.

Gary McKenzie, Ballet Master, is a California native. He received his primary training from Marguerite Phares, Vladimir Luppov, Alonzo King, and at Harkness House under David Howard in New York. While his performing career was primarily with Ballet Florida, he was also a member of the original Santa Barbara Ballet under the direction of Tamara Kinsell, Southwest Ballet, San Diego Ballet, and a founding member of State Street Ballet. In addition to teaching, McKenzie has choreographed numerous ballets for various companies as well as working as a choreographer for Opera Santa Barbara.

William Soleau, Choreographer, has created over 80 ballets on companies around the world. Soleau first gained international recognition in 1987 for his creation of Universe for The Shanghai Ballet of China during the first International Shanghai Arts Festival. As resident choreographer and principal dancer for both Finis Jhung’s Chamber Ballet U.S.A. and Dennis Wayne’s DANCERS in New York City, he established himself as an emerging international choreographer. As a dancer, Soleau had the opportunity to tour over 30 countries while working with such notable choreographers as Alvin Ailey, John Butler, Toer van Schayk, Antony Tudor, Joyce Trisler, Gray Vereden, and Norman Walker. His works can be seen in the repertories of Ballet British Columbia, Richmond Ballet, Ballet de Montreal, Ballet Austin, The Icelandic Ballet, BalletMet, American Ballroom Dance Theater, Ballet Florida, Ballet Gamonet, and The Louisville Ballet among many others. Soleau was the recipient of the Choo San-Goh Award for Choreography in 2006. He presently serves as the Executive Director for the John Butler Foundation, Inc., dedicated to preserving and protecting the master works of this influential American choreographer.

Jean-François Revon, Set Designer, grew up in Paris and has lived and worked in the United States for the past 17 years. He made his State Street Ballet debut in 2004 with his scenic designs for Cinderella, and in 2009, designed the sets for the world premiere of The Jungle Book. His credits list over 300 productions for opera, ballet and musical theatre, including the world premiere of Earthquake in San Francisco for Diablo Ballet, and Once Upon a Ballroom. His designs for Opera Santa Barbara include Cavaleria Rusticana, Pagliacci, The Elixir of Love, Tosca, Suor Angelica, Gianni Schicchi, La Bohème, Madama Butterfly Così fan tutte, and Lucia di Lammermoor, among others. He designed the world premiere of The Tale of the Nutcracker for Opera San Jose, The 

Magic Flute for the opening of West Bay Opera’s 50th season, and The Barber of Seville, Carmen, Don Pasquale, The Consul and The Tales of Hoffmann. 

Mark Somerfield, Production Manager and Lighting Designer, is the Production Manager for the Department of Music at the University of California, Santa Barbara, as well as Resident Lighting Designer for Opera Santa Barbara and State Street Ballet. Other credits include The Guthrie Theatre, New York City Opera, Theatre de la Jeune Lune, Provincetown Theatre Company, Pennsylvania Stage Company, the Santa Fe Opera, Virginia Stage Company, Cincinnati Ballet, Pennsylvania Dance Theatre, American Music Theatre Festival and the Adriatic Music Festival in Termoli, Italy. He holds a BFA from Penn State and an MFA from The Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. 

A. Christina Giannini, Costume Designer, has designed for Broadway, off-Broadway, opera, and numerous dance companies, and has created works in 11 countries. Her work can be seen in the repertories of Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre in N.Y.C; Joffrey Ballet Chicago; Nevada Dance Theater; North Carolina Dance Theater; Ballet Florida; and Buglisi Dance Theatre in N.Y.C. In December of 2008, Giannini designed scenery and costumes for The New Ballet Idaho’s production of The Nutcracker, and most recently, for Janisphere Dance in N.Y.C. She has been the Resident Designer for Chautauqua Dance since 1989, and was the resident designer for Ohio Ballet for over a decade. She designed costumes for Vicente Nebrada’s Ballet National in Caracas, Venezuela, where she was twice awarded the Venezuelan Oscar for Design, most recently for the 1996 Ballet National de Caracas’ production of the Nutcracker, choreographed by Vincente Nebrada. Giannini designed scenery and costumes for State Street Ballet’s Seasons, Texas Fourth, Taming of the Shrew, 5 Tangos, Cinderella, The Nutcracker, and The Jungle Book.

Anaya Cullen, Costume Design/Wardrobe, has designed and made costumes for dance and opera companies including State Street Ballet, Chautauqua Ballet Company, Aspen Opera Theater Center, State Street Ballet Young Dancers, SonneBlauma Danscz Theatre, Gustafson Dance, Santa Barbara Dance Institute, Salsa Lolita, Clave Libre Productions, and the Western Slope Concert Series. She is member of the Costume Society of America, the Textile Society of America, the SB Fiber Arts Guild, and the Future Traditions Foundation BOD. She was selected as a Creative Resident for Parsons Paris School of Art + Design 2010.

Performers

Bayaraa Badamsambuu is from Mongolia. He trained at the Perm Choreographic Academy in Russia and danced for the Chelyabinsk State Theatre of Opera and Ballet, and Grigorovich Theatre of Ballet. He was a soloist and principal dancer for the Chuvash State Theater of Opera and Ballet. He joined State Street Ballet in 2007.

Samantha Bell trained with Anaheim Ballet and joined their company in 2008. She won third place at Youth America Grand Prix San Francisco and went onto the finals. She is also an Orange County Performing Arts Center Artsteach dancer.

Bonnie Crotzer grew up in Goleta, California. She began her training with Lisa Abshere, and continued her dance and academic education at UC Irvine where she earned a BA in Dance. Crotzer has performed with Oakland Ballet, Ballet Pacifica, and Merce Cunningham Dance Company. She joined State Street Ballet in 2008, and enjoys teaching yoga and dance to children.

Sergei Domrachev was born in Russia. He graduated from the Perm Ballet Academy. He was a bronze medalist in the Vaganova Competition and the International Arabesque ’92 Competition, and earned the Audience Favorite Award. He has danced professionally as a soloist with both Moscow Classical Ballet and Los Angeles Classical Ballet. Domrachev joined State Street Ballet in 1997.

Leila Drake is from Santa Cruz, California, and is a 2004 graduate of UCSB, double majoring in Art History and Film Studies.  Since joining State Street Ballet in 2005, she has performed locally and nationally, dancing the lead roles in William Soleau’s Carmen and LoveLoveLove, Arabian in Rodney Gustafson’s The Nucracker, and numerous soloist roles in works by Robert Sund, Nancy Colahan, and Robert Battle.
 

David Michael Eck was born in Santa Barbara, California. He received his classical ballet training from his coach, Maria Vegh. Eck’s professional experience includes Houston Ballet, North Carolina Dance Theater, and Royal Winnipeg Ballet (Canada), among others. He joined State Street Ballet in 2005.

Steven Jasso was born in Lompoc, California. He began dancing as a self-taught pop'n'lock / hip hop dancer and began his formal training at Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria, California. He also studied ballet folklorico, music theory, and music education. Jasso joined State Street Ballet in 2006.
Kendra Levy is from Colorado, and trained at International Ballet School under full scholarship. She attended summer programs at Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, American Ballet Theatre, and State Street Ballet. Notable performances include Tinkerbell in Peter Pan, as well as Titania and Helena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Victoria Luchkina was born in Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan. In 2003 she was awarded the title Laureate in the International Ballet Competi- tion, DEBUT, Russia, and first place in the 2004 Russian Ballet Competition. She was Principal Dancer with the Yuri Grigorovich Theatre Ballet, Russia, under Artistic Director Yuri Grigorovich, former director of the Bolshoi Ballet. She joined State Street Ballet in 2007.

Zeb Nole, born and raised in Las Vegas, received his early dance training from his mother, Rio, and from the Academy of Nevada Dance Theatre. He danced four seasons with Ballet West, and seven seasons with Nevada Ballet Theatre. Notable performances include Lambarena, Romeo and Juliet, Giselle, Cinderella, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Katie McDermott was born in Los Angeles, California. She acquired the majority of her training through R.A.D. (USA and Canada). McDermott has performed professionally with companies including Malibu Civic Ballet, Ballet N.Y., and L.A. Ballet. She joined State Street ballet in 2005.
Katy Renae McCormick is from Sacramento, CA. She received her classical ballet training from Stuart Carroll and Sharon Newton at Capitol Ballet Center. Other training includes Kirov Ballet Academy, School of American Ballet, and The Rock School. McCormick joined State Street Ballet in 2010. 

John Christopher Piel was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He has trained at the Harid Conservatory in Florida, The Rock School of Pennsylvania Ballet, Ballet Austin in Texas, North Carolina Dance Theatre, and most recently at the Chautauqua Institution in New York. He joined State Street Ballet in 2006.

Angela Rebelo was born in Johannesburg, South Africa. She trained in classical ballet and modern dance. At age 18 she joined Ballet Theatre Afrikan and has danced with South African Ballet Theatre and other companies. After acceptance into State Street Ballet's Summer Intensive Program 2007, she was invited to join the company. 

Jennifer Rowe was born in Honolulu, Hawaii. She trained with John Landovsky of Hawaii State Ballet. Since joining the company in 2003, Rowe has had the privilege of dancing many principal roles, including Clara in The Nutcracker and the title roles in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and Cinderella. She also works as Marketing/Development Coordinator for the company.

Cooper Rust, originally from Columbia, South Carolina, began her training with ballet’s legendary Ann Brodie, and received additional training at the School of American Ballet and the Harid Conservatory. She spent four professional seasons with Nevada Ballet Theatre.  She earned a BA in History and a BFA in Dance Performance from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

David Sanders began his training at the age of 16 with the North Central Ballet in Keller, Texas. He attended the University of Arizona from 2009-10 before coming to the State Street Ballet Intensive and joining the company in 2010.

Christine Sawyer was born in Hackensack, New Jersey. She received ballet training at the School of American Ballet as well as training in ballet, jazz, tap, and modern at the School at Steps/Steps on Broadway in New York City. She joined State Street Ballet in 2006.
Jennifer Sherry from Leawood, Kansas, graduated from North Carolina School of the Arts and earned her BS in Ballet Performance. She has performed with the Chautauqua Ballet, IU Ballet Theater, and Colorado Ballet Studio Company. She is also a Certified Pilates Instructor.

Samantha Schilke grew up in Ventura, California. She trained in ballet at Ballet Academy Ventura since the age of five under Kathleen Noblin, Marina Fliagina, and Colleen O’Callahan. In addition, she has trained at Footworks Youth Ballet, Washington School of Ballet, and Miami City Ballet.

Cecily Stewart studied with Santa Barbara Ballet Center and Marin Dance Theatre. She has danced professionally with Allegro Theatre Company, Richmond Ballet and New York Theatre Ballet. She joined State Street Ballet in 2009.
Kaori Takai is from Osaka Japan. She received her training at Yamada Chie Ballet School and graduated from Osaka University of the arts. She danced with New National Theatre Ballet Tokyo, Roxey Ballet and Minnesota Ballet. She has danced roles in Who Cares?, The Nutcracker, Cinderella, Giselle, Carmen, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Lu Wang was born and raised in Shanghai, China, and trained at the Shanghai Far East Ballet Poly Technical School. He received a BA in theatre dance from the College of Arts in Wuxi Jiangnan University. In 2007, he performed with the Shanghai Ballet Company; he joined State Street Ballet in 2010. 
Yosuke Yamamoto is from Osaka Japan. He trained with Yamamoto Sanae Ballet School, and Homura Tomoi Ballet School and Arts Educational School in London. He graduated from Osaka University of the Arts. He danced with Roxey Ballet and Minnesota Ballet. Notable performances include George Balanchine’s Who Cares? and Twyla Tharp’s Sinatra Suite.

